
  

Canton Garden Center 
is planning its 2026  

 

COMMUNITY  
BEAUTIFICATION  

CONTEST  
 

Do you know of a beautiful landscape you’d like to   
honor? This is your chance to nominate it!          

   Look around your area and nominate gardens that are   
   beautiful examples of properties, both residential and     
   commercial, that show the joy that flowers & greenery   
   bring to our world.  Be sure to  ask permission of the  
   property owner before submitting your nomination.  

    

Included in this newsletter is the Nomination Form         
with all the details you need to know!  

 

Co-Chairs, Lenora Krueger & Ann Bradway          

 

 A Message from our 2026 President,  BERT NERO 
  

To My Canton Garden Center Members: 
 I am truly delighted and honored to serve as your 2026 Canton Garden Cen-
ter President! As spring draws near, our gardens—and our community—are begin-
ning to bloom with new energy, fresh ideas, and exciting possibilities. This is such a 
special time of year as we look ahead to another season of growth, beauty, and 
connection. 
 We have a fantastic season planned, filled with opportunities to learn, 
share, and celebrate together. From a busy and rewarding spring schedule to our much anticipated 
April Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon, there will be many moments to come together and recognize 
the passion and dedication that make our garden center thrive. Our Creative Connections workshops 
will continue to bring gardeners of all backgrounds together to exchange ideas, spark creativity, and 
deepen our love for gardening. 
 I encourage you to spend time in our gardens, enjoy the vibrant spring blooms, and soak in the 
inspiration they offer. Please feel free to bring friends and family along—there’s nothing better than 
sharing the joy of gardening with others and welcoming new faces into our community. 
 Let’s make this a season filled with growth, learning, friendship, and celebration. Together, we 
will continue to nurture not only our gardens, but the strong and welcoming community that makes 
Canton Garden Center so special.  

Yours in Friendship through Flowers, Bert 

          

The Garden Post 
Published by: 

 

CANTON GARDEN CENTER 
        

Volume 56   No. 1            March 2026                                                                                      

CGC SUMMER FUNDRAISER 
  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Did you know this year we will be  
celebrating the 250th Anniversary  

of our country? 
 

To honor the founding of our country  
and to celebrate the Canton Garden  

Center, we shall be having  
 

Happy Birthday, USA! 
 

as the theme for our yearly fundraiser. 
 

This terrific fundraiser will be on  

August 22, 2026  
at the Canton Garden Center! 

Theresa Bober, Chair 



                                     MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
 

           Canton Garden Center's                 
   Executive Committee appreciates         
   your club's membership and looks          
   forward to a busy and productive      
   2026!  The Committee hopes your club and its  
   members will be a part of all the activities.  
          Now is the time to renew your membership.       
   Letters have been sent to Garden Club Presidents.   
   Included with the letter is a printout of your club's  
   2025 membership as the Center has it listed.   
   Please check the accuracy of your printout and     
   follow the instructions to make corrections,                 
   additions and/or deletions.   

 

DUES REMAIN AT $4 PER MEMBER 
 

At your earliest convenience, please return the  
corrected information along with your check  

payable to Canton Garden Center to:  
 

Diane Patris, 5702 Vantage Hill Ave. NW  
Massillon, OH 44646-1165 

 

Your club’s membership ensures a  
successful 2026 year at Canton Garden Center!  

 

Membership Chair, Diane Patris 330.904.4696 

 
               CANTON GARDEN CENTER  

           OFFICERS FOR 2026 
 
 

              President,  Bert Nero 
 1st  Vice President,  Theresa Bober 
 2nd Vice President,  Barb Menegay            
 Rec. Secretary,  Laura Bitonte  
 Corres. Secretary,  Gail Riley  
 Treasurer,  Hall, Kistler & Company, LLP            
 Asst. Treasurer,  Diane Patris            
 Financial Secretary,  Anette Montgomery  

Beautification 
Lenora Krueger and                   
Ann Bradway 

Bird Marlene Bolea 

Bus Trip Darla Rueschman 

Children’s Garden Debra Neel & Theresa Bober 

Conservation Bert Nero 

Exhibit Celine Hallier 

Finance Anette Montgomery 

Flower Show Helynn Terrell & Celine Hallier 

Fundraiser Theresa Bober 

Historian Shirley Rembert 

Holly Pine Lane Evelyn Hronec 

Horticulture Julie Edwards 

House Sharon VanVoorhes 

Landscape  Laura Bitonte 

Library     Shirley Rembert 

Long Range Planning Anette Montgomery 

Membership Diane Patris 

M&T Workshops Lynne Hershberger 

Nominating Anette Montgomery 

Parliamentary/Bylaws Jeanne Freitag 

Publication Jeanne Freitag 

Publicity Cheryl Doria 

Scholarship Julie Edwards 

Social Barb Menegay 

Web Page Anette Montgomery 

Yearbook Theresa Bober 

2026 CGC COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

                                           CHILDREN’S 
                                                 GARDEN 
                                               NEWS 
 

The Children’s Garden will be hosting 4 summer 
programs this year.  If you know any children      

between 4 and 8 years old who would be             
interested in attending, their parent or   

guardian needs to register them online at the  
Canton City Parks and Recreation website at: 

 cantonparksandrec.com  
 

The programs will be held from  
10:00 - 11:00 am. 

 

Dates and themes for each program: 
 

June 10: “Growing in Our Shoes!” 

June 17: “Butterflies All Around Us” 

July 8: “Going Batty” 

July 15: “Over the Rainbow” 

Theresa Bober & Debra Neel, Co-Chairs 



 

 

 
 
 

With Spring being “just around the corner”, it’s time to be  
thinking about the gardens at Canton Garden Center. 

 

Landscape Comm. Chair, Laura Bitonte, is forming her committee for 2026 and can use more help!   
She has a wonderful group of ladies who have already volunteered, but she can always use more. 

She welcomes anyone willing to help, in any way you can. 
Throughout the season the gardens will need continual maintenance,  

weeding, watering, trimming, etc.  The plants will appreciate your attention!! 
 

The “Spring Clean-up and Planting Day” is May 21  
with mulching the next week.   

 

If you would like to join the Landscape Committee, call Laura at 330.206.0803 

GARDEN CLUB OF OHIO LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

  The purpose of Life Membership is to honor a special person, a worker bee, a garden club  
president, or yourself and to recognize their good works.  An application form and $50 check made 
out to Garden Club of Ohio is a one-time donation that goes directly to the Garden Club of Ohio 
Scholarship Fund.  The money is not spent, it is invested; and earnings are used for scholarships 
awarded to deserving college students enrolled in many areas of agriculture and horticulture         
studies—such as Forestry, Landscape Design, Plant Pathology, Botany, Agriculture, and Environmental 
Control to name a few.  At last year’s Convention, $75,000 was awarded to ten outstanding students! 
 

 Life Members are privileged (for life) to attend annual, regional and special meetings and to 
attend the Life Member Breakfast during the GCO Annual Convention.   
 

 The Life Membership is a once-only donation; however, regular garden club dues are separate 
and apart and remain your responsibility. 
 

Please consider bestowing a Garden Club of Ohio Life Membership to someone special!     
Please send application form with check to me at: 

Celine Hallier  2696 Carlton St., NW, North Canton, OH 44720-5092 
 

If you have any questions and/or need an application form,  
please contact me at 330-685-4274 or celinehallier@hotmail.com   

Applications are also available on the GCO website, gardenclubofohio.org 

NORTH CANTON GARDEN CLUB PERRENIAL PLANT SALE 
 

Friday, May 15 and Saturday, May 16, 2026         9 am to 2 pm 
520 Heatherwood Street SW, North Canton 

 

Members dig up plants, place them in recycled pots, & label them. 
Prices are very reasonable.  Only cash or checks accepted. 

Club members will help with your choices and answer questions. 

     LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 

mailto:celinehallier@hotmail.com


 

GARDEN CLUB  
OF OHIO  

                                            

Spring District Meeting  

Thursday, April 30, 2026 
 

 First Christian Church 
6900 Market Ave. North, Canton 44721 

 

        9:00 - 9:30 am      Registration 
          

        9:30 - 10:00 am    Presidents’ Meeting  
                         Club Presidents meet with  
                         GCO President, Debra Turner 
 

        Morning Presentation: 
   “Power Perennials”  
                         by Melinda Carmichael 

        Lunch 

        Afternoon Presentation: 
             “Assemblage Design: Transforming    
              Everyday Objects into Floral Art”  
              by Cindy Mulligan 
 

Cost: $20 
Checks payable to: Canton District GCO 

Pre-paid Reservations by April 23 to: 
Bert Nero 

9657 Marlboro Ave. NE, Louisville, OH 44641 
(Note any dietary restrictions)  

 

Questions? Linda Heinzer, Canton District Director 
330.327.4703 

                                          Watch for exciting news    
                             about the Garden Center’s  
                             Annual BUS TRIP in the  
                             summer.  Another great     
     trip is being planned by Darla Rueschman. 

2026 CGC Calendar of Events 

 

March 10,  9:00 am Executive Committee Meeting 
March 10, 10:00 am Board of Directors’ Social 
March 10, 10:30 am Board of Directors’ Meeting 
 

April 14, 9:00 am Executive Committee Meeting 
April 14, 10:00 am  Board of Directors’ Social 
April 14, 10:30 am Board of Directors’ Meeting 
April 14, 11:30 am Volunteer Appreciation Lunch 
TBA    Creative Connections Workshop 
 

May 13, 9:00 am Executive Committee Meeting 
May 13, 10:00 am Board of Directors’ Social 
May 13, 10:30 am Board of Directors’ Meeting 
TBA   Creative Connections Workshop 
 

June 7 - 13  National Garden Week 
June 9, 9:00 am  Executive Committee Meeting 
June 9, 10:00 am Board of Directors’ Social 
June 9, 10:30 am Board of Directors’ Meeting 
June 10, 10:00 am Children’s Garden Program 
   “Growing in Our Shoes” 
June 17, 10:00 am Children’s Garden Program 
   “Butterflies All Around Us” 
June 23   Beautification Nominations  Due 

  

 Garden Post 
  

    2026 Publication Dates:  March, June & September 
 

   Send articles to:  
 

Jeanne Freitag    dffandjmf@aol.com 
 

Next Deadline — May 20 

330.455.6172 
 

cantongardencenter@aol.com 
 

www.cantongardencenter.com 

Canton Garden Center 
1615 Stadium Park NW 
Canton, OH 44718-3517  



 

It’s Time to Start Thinking about Getting Your Garden Ready 

 

 Some Spring Tips:  
 Clean Up Garden Beds and Remove Early Weeds 
  Test Your Soil Before Adding Amendments 
   Inspect and Prepare Garden Tools 
     Prune Plants Carefully—and at the Right Time 
     Apply a Balanced Fertilizer to Provide Nutrients 
      Identify Empty Spaces—Decide what to Plant There 
       Divide Your Perennials –You’ll be Glad You Did 
        Perform Maintenance on Your Hardscapes 

Lake Cable Garden Club Garage Sale 

 

 
 
  

 

Saturday, June 13, 2026        9 am to 3 pm  
 

                                                                  in the parking lot of the Lake Cable Clubhouse    
                                                                           5725 Fulton Drive NW, Canton 44718  
 

                                                                 There will be no prices on the items in the sale. 
                                                                          Any reasonable offer will be accepted! 

 

Questions? Call Nancy Miller 330.499.1208 or Julie Edwards 330.705.6768 

 

                                 HERITAGE HERB SOCIETY CELEBRATES  
                                              ANOTHER GREAT YEAR ! 
 

 We had a successful 2025 under the leadership of Ann Bradway.  
            A huge Thank You to her for her time and dedication to the club.   
 

 At our last meeting in November, 2025, we were honored to bestow Life Membership status to 
three of our club’s Founding Mothers, April Falconer, Sue March, and Caroll Rippel. Their outstanding 
dedication to the Heritage Herb Society is exemplary and we thank them for their leadership through-
out the club’s 15-year history.  
 

 The Heritage Herb Society is gearing up to kick off 2026 at our first meeting on April 13th. We’re 
looking forward to some great programming, both educational and fun. We’re also planning to increase 
our community outreach this year, both through our Thymely Topics series, as well as part of our 
monthly programming.   
 

 We recently welcomed five new members, several of whom have already jumped in to take an 
active role. We’re excited to welcome back our members in 2026 and look forward to a fun and          
educational year!                                              

Submitted by Evelyn Hronec 



 

                                                                           HOLLY PINE LANE 2026 
 

                                               Well, it’s Spring, so that means plans for HOLLY PINE LANE are                 
                                               getting underway!  Mark your calendar for Nov. 19th - 22nd for our       
                                                                              36th Annual Holly Pine Lane!  
 

    We had a record 3500 attendees last year and made over $11,000!         
    Congratulations and Thank You to everyone who helped make Holly Pine 
    Lane a success!  
 

    Our 2026 theme will be “A Magical Christmas”. Last year's trees will be 
    hard to beat, but our club members are so creative, I’m sure we’ll have  
    another terrific showing!  
 

     If you are interested in taking a more active role this year, please don’t  
    hesitate to contact me. There’s always room for more volunteers! Call me 
    at 330.806.3373 or email at ehronec@gmail.com.  
 

Don’t forget to remind your friends, family, and acquaintances about donating their holiday treasures 
to Holly Pine Lane. I am also trying to start a collection of Christmas bags, or any other kind 
of paper bag, that we might be able to use for items bought in the gift shop. I would like to avoid using 
plastic bags from grocery stores this year. A tall order I know, but we have 10 months to collect 
them! I’m looking forward to working with all of you again!                   Evelyn Hronec, HPL Chair 

Lake Cable GC ladies with their 1st 
Place People’s Choice tree. 

Floral Design in 
memory of 

Carmie DeVito 

Tree in memory of                                   
    Marie Fecske 

             Looking Back at Holly Pine Lane 2025 


